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SUBJECT: GONZALO PACIO DROPS OUT OP PRESIDENTIAL RACE - WILL RETURN 
TO POREIGN MINISTRY 

REF: SAN JOSE 0075 

1. SUMMARY: PACIO ANNOUNCED JAN. 5 THAT MONEY 

PROBLEMS HAVE PORCED HIM OUT OP PRESIDENTIAL RACE, AND THAT 
HE WILL SOON RETURN TO POREIGN MINISTRY. HE IS NOW 
SUPPORTING CANDIDACY OP EX-PARTY SECRETARY LUIS ALBERTO 
MONGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. GONZALO FACIO ATTRIBUTED MONEY PR OBJ, RMS TO HIS DECISION, 

WHICH HE ANNOUNCED JAN. 5, TO DROP OUT OP THE PRESIDENTIAL 
RACE. FACIO SAID HE WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO GO INTO 

PERSONAL DEBT POR THE $250,000 MORE HE CALCULATED WOULD BE NEEDED 
TO CARRY ON HIS CAMPAIGN. 

3. AS EXPECTED, PACIO ANNOUNCED THAT ODUBER HAD ASKED 
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HIM TO RETURN TO THE POREIGN MINISTRY. PACIO 
SAID HE HAD SOME UNPINISHED POLITICAL BUSINESS TO 
CONDUCT PRIOR TO HIS RETURN, WHICH IS ESTIMATED TO BE IN 
A PEW WEEKS. 

4. MEDIA CONTINUE TO REPORT THAT FACIO WILL TRAVEL TO 
WASHINGTON JAN. 9 TO MEET WITH CARTER ADMINISTRATION 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OFFICIALS. FACIO DID NOT TALK ABOUT THIS TRAVEL IN THE 
WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT. 

5. THE SURPRISE ASPECT OF FACIO'S STATEMENT WAS HIS 
WARM ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR CANDIDACY OF LUIS 
ALBERTO MONGE, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS "LIKE ME, 

POLITICALLY BALANCED." IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, FACIO 
NOTED THAT HIS SUPPORT OF MONGE DOES NOT MEAN THAT JOSE 
FIGUERES - WHO SUPPORTED FACIO - IS IN FAVOR OF MONGE. 

FACIO ALSO STATED, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, THAT HE 
COULD NOT BE INTERESTED IN THE 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENTIAL 

SLOT WITH MONGE SINCE THE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES SUCH 
ASPIRANT CABINET MEMBERS TO RESIGN FROM GOVERNMENT AT 
LEAST ONE YEAR PRIOR TO ELECTION - AND FACIO ALREADY 
SAID HE IS GOING BACK TO THE EOREIGN MINISTRY. 

6. INITIAL REACTIONS TO FACIO'S ANNOUNCEMENT ARE 
PREDICTABLE. MONGE EXPRESSED PLEASURE AND SAID HE DID 
NOT EXPECT THE ENDORSEMENT. GARRON SAID FACIO QUIT THE 
CAMPAIGN BECAUSE HE LACKED SUPPORT, NOT MONEY. THE REACTION 
OF FIGUERES, WHO WAS ACTIVELY CAMPAIGNING FOR FACIO, 

HAS YET TO BE HEARD. 

7. COMMENT: EACIO MADE HIS DECISION TO ABANDON THE 
CAMPAIGN AND RETURN TO HIS FIRST LOVE, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, EARLIER THAN MANY THOUGHT. IN RECENT WEEKS, 
HOWEVER, HE VOICED A DESIRE TO GET OUT OF THE RAT-RACE, 

AND HE CLAIMED MONEY PROBLEMS. HIS CHALLENGE TO FELLOW 
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PRE-CANDIDATE GARRON FOR A PRE-PRIMARY (76 SAN JOSE 
5947) WAS AN EEFORT TO MAKE A GRACIOUS EXIT. 

TODMAN 
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